Neurosurgery in the decade of the brain. The 1990 AANS presidential address.
The decade of the 1990's has provided neurosurgery with multiple challenges and opportunities. Numerous developments hold a promise for making the 1990's the most rewarding decade of the 20th century for neurosurgery. The "Decade of the Brain" resolution, adopted by the United States House and Senate and signed into law by President Bush in 1989, has provided the specialty with staggering opportunities. Neurosurgery and the basic and clinical neurosciences would be strengthened by the development of a major new philanthropic organization called the "American Brain Association" that would carry the activities of the Decade of the Brain into the 21st century. Major efforts are being made to improve organized neurosurgery's responsiveness to member needs. These include the strategic planning project undertaken by the Board of Directors of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) and efforts to strengthen the Joint Council of State Neurosurgical Societies. The AANS has been extremely active in representing the specialty in legislative matters in Washington and in multiple other forums. This Association has joined The American Board of Neurological Surgery and the Residency Review Committee in responding to orthopedic surgery's proposal for spine fellowships. It is proposed that the logo of the state, regional, and national neurosurgical societies be changed to depict our involvement in spinal surgery (as well as brain surgery) because spinal surgery represents more than half of the total effort of this specialty. The standards of worth and value that provide the driving force behind our work emphasize the need to grow in compassion as manifested by our kindness, sincerity, and concern as we grow in professional competence as reflected by our training, knowledge, and skill.